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Principal’s Corner:
Welcome Back
Lovely to see so many happy smiling faces back at
Kialla West. A special welcome to all the new
parents and children who have started at our
school. I hope you begin to make a positive
connection with our school community. Our
children have come back to school ready to learn
and have settled into their new classrooms well.
I’m looking forward to another sensational year of
learning at Kialla West.
Newsletter
Our school newsletter is created on Thursday's
and is available through our school app [Compass].
It is an important form of communication between
school and home. If you prefer to receive the
newsletter via email, please contact the office. A
limited number of hard copies are available from
the school office.
Specialist Subjects
This year the specialist subjects will occur on the
following days:
- Art on Monday and Tuesday with Cindy Kelly.
- PE on Monday, Wednesday, Thursday and Friday
with Pauline Doonan.
- Italian will be Monday and Tuesday with Rose
Corbo.
This year schools have been provided with some
additional funding for mental health initiatives.
We have been very fortunate to be able to employ
Narelle Pell for one day a week to provide welfare
support to our children. Narelle has a wealth of
experience in welfare in the education system and
we welcome her to our team.
Mrs Pell will be at Kialla West on Thursdays.

COVID-19 Update
The Department has provided rapid antigen tests
to our schools at the end of last week and these
have been distributed to our staff and students.
At this stage rapid tests will be provided for the
first 4 weeks of the school term, a second box of
tests will be sent home in week 3. The
recommendation is for the children to be tested
twice a week, this is to be done on a voluntary
basis. There are no prescribed days that tests are
completed but I suggest doing a test before
attending school on Monday and another test in
the middle of the week or when symptomatic.
We have been notified of our first positive case
onsite today, this case was in Mr Canty’s
classroom. Our school community will be notified
as positive cases appear.
Students (or their parents) must also report a
posi+ve result to their school, to the COVID Test
portal and by phone or wriEen no+ﬁca+on; this is
so the school can support them, record that they
will be absent while in 7-day isola+on, and let the
rest of the school community know there has
been a posi+ve case onsite and that they should
monitor for symptoms.
Students and staﬀ who have tested posi+ve for
COVID-19, have completed their 7-day isola+on
period and are subsequently asymptoma+c do
not need to undertake tes+ng for 30 days.
Quaran+ne and isola+on requirements
Students who report a posi+ve result must isolate
for seven days and not aEend school during that
period.
Where a student is a household contact of a
posi+ve case (that is, they have spent more than
four hours with someone who has COVID-19
inside a house, accommoda+on, or care facility)
they must inform the school and isolate for seven
days and not aEend school during that period.
Parents are allowed onsite to drop off or pick up
children from school. Parents entering school
buildings should be kept to a minimum. Where
parents need to enter a school building, such as
the administration area, parents/carers are
required to scan the QR code and show a proof of
vaccination upon entry.

Principal’s Corner:
Mask Requirements
•
School staﬀ will be required to always wear
masks indoors, unless they are teaching.
•

•

•

Masks are not compulsory for teachers and
staﬀ outdoors, however they are strongly
recommended if physical distance cannot be
maintained.
Students in Grade 3 and above must wear a
face mask indoors at school and Outside
School Hours Care (OSHC) programs, unless
a lawful excep+on applies. Students must
wear face masks even if vaccinated. Students
are not required to wear masks outside,
however they are strongly recommended if
physical distance cannot be maintained.
Everyone over 8 years old must wear a face
mask when travelling to and from school on
public transport, taxis or ride share vehicles.

•

Visitors to schools aged 8 and above must
wear a face mask in all indoor spaces, unless
a lawful excep+on applies.

•

Students in Prep to Grade 2 are strongly
recommended to wear a face mask indoors
at school or an OSHC program.

•

A face mask must be well ﬁEed and cover
the nose and mouth. Face shields, scarves or
bandanas do not meet these requirements.

Assembly
We normally have our school assembly at 3.10pm
on Friday afternoons. At these assemblies a
number of awards are given out to the children.
These awards are designed to reward and
acknowledge positive behaviour and learning
displayed by our students. We have a large
number of our parents attend our assemblies
which the children appreciate and where many of
our parents like to socialise. Our first school
assembly will be tomorrow, however we will be
conducting this assembly over the school PA, due
to COVID restrictions.

Parking
Schools are very busy places, especially just
before school and after school. At Kialla West we
have a few parking areas that parents may use
before and after school. Please read and follow
how we use these areas:
Quick Drop Off Zone:A reminder to parents that the service road along
the highway is where parents do the quick drop
off and pick up.
If you are collecting your children after school,
please ask them to come to the gate at the
fenced area straight after school, stay in your car
and move up as the children are collected. This
will reduce any congestion and keep the cars
moving through this area.
Please only enter the service lane from the North
end and exit this area from the South end of the
service road.
Keep to the left to ensure the buses have clear
access along the service road.
Do not park your car on this road.
Parking Area:Parents who like to come into the school grounds
before and after school are asked to park in the
parking area on Cemetery Road (or even in the
cemetery, there is heaps of room to park) and
enter the school using the gate on Cemetery
Road. Please be mindful of not parking in the
driveway of the neighbours.
Another alternative is to park in the KW estate
and come across the crossing. This is a very easy
way for parents to turn onto the GV Hwy.
Parents need to supervise their children ensuring
they are getting in and out of cars safely and
ensuring they are not on the road.
When driving around the school area, please
drive slowly, children can be unpredictable.
Please use the school gates, do not jump the
fence to enter or leave the school grounds.
If you have any queries about parking, please
contact me at school.
*Families are reminded not to park on the
property of the house adjacent to the school.

Principal’s Corner:
Parent Grievances

Personal Property

During the school year there may be times when
concerns or issues may arise. Parents are
reminded that all school related concerns need to
be raised through the correct procedure. Parents
need to contact the teachers or principal regarding
student issues. For further details, refer to our
complaints policy on our school website.

Students, staff and families please note the
following information about personal property;
The Department of Education and Training does
not have insurance for personal property of staff,
students and visitors. Kialla West PS does not
take responsibility for items of personal property
that are lost, stolen or damaged at school or
during school activities. Damage to personal
property brought to school is the responsibility of
the owner of that property. Kialla West PS
encourages staff and students not to bring items
of value to school, or to obtain appropriate
insurance for such items.

Foundation Assessments
During the first half of term one, the Foundation
children have no school on Wednesday and
appointments are scheduled for assessments to be
made. Letters will be sent out to parents with
times for these meetings. Foundation children are
not at school on the following Wednesdays - Feb
2, Feb 9, Feb 16, Feb 23 & March 2.

If students bring items of high value to school,
they will be confiscated and stored securely until
the end of the day, when the items may be
collected by the student and/or parent.

Student Accident Insurance
Parents are reminded that the Department does
not provide personal accident insurance for
students. Parents and guardians are generally
responsible for paying the cost of medical
treatment for injured students, including any
transport costs.
A copy of the personal property policy may be
found on our school website.

Parents & Carers Meeting
A Parents & Carers Meeting will be held here at
Kialla West Primary School on Thursday 17th
February at 7pm.
* Vaccination required to enter school buildings.

TACKLING BACK TO SCHOOL ANXIETIES
Star+ng a new school year can be an exci+ng +me, but also an anxious one. Lots of
kids – and their parents – feel nervous in the build up to their ﬁrst day back. This is
really common, but that doesn’t make it any less stressful! Having your child aEend
school for the ﬁrst +me or star+ng a new school can create even more anxiety.
Prepara+on is key to dealing with situa+ons where there are lots of unknowns. The
more things feel familiar and controlled, the more your child or young person can
relax and feel conﬁdent about what’s happening.
Here are some strategies and +ps to make the transi+on back to school a posi+ve
experience:
•

Get back into the school-day rou+ne – waking up, healthy ea+ng and going to
bed at regular +mes.

•

Get your child involved in planning out their lunches and snacks for the ﬁrst week
back.

•

Talk through the steps of geQng to their classroom.

•

Invent a fun rou+ne to make saying goodbye a bit easier – try a high-ﬁve, bear
hug or secret handshake.

•

Talk posi+vely about the day ahead on the way to school and remind your child
where you’ll be at pick-up +me.

•

Drawn-out goodbyes can be upseQng, a quick goodbye and posi+ve reassurance
then leave.

•

S+ck to familiar rou+nes as much as possible. Try to have a calm evening and
allow more +me to seEle before bed+me if your child is feeling excited or
nervous about school.

•

Help your child pack their bag the night before. A visual checklist can help them
remember what they need to take. Lay out their clothes so everything’s ready for
the morning.

•

Allow some extra +me to get ready on day one so you’re not rushing.

And ﬁnally, check your own behaviour:
The start of the school year can be a nervous +me for parents as much as kids, but it’s
important to try and keep your own anxiety levels under control. The more you can
stay calm and present school as a fun, posi+ve experience – rather than a necessary
evil – the beEer.

Office News:
Newsletter Sponsors for 2022
Once again we are asking for sponsors for our
newsletter. The cost will be $120 for the whole year.
The sponsor’s logo will be displayed throughout our
weekly newsletter. Please contact the school office if
you are interested.

Absences
It is a requirement that all absences be reported to the
Educa+on Department with a reason. Please assist us
by entering this informa+on via the Compass app.

Book Club
This year we will send home a Book Club catalogue
once each term. This term’s catalogue has been
provided to students this week.
There will be no cash orders through the school this
year. Instead, Book Club can be ordered via the LOOP
on the Scholas+c website.
When placing your order online, payment is made
directly to Scholas+c. The school will s+ll receive bonus
rewards for each order placed this way.
As soon as Book Club orders arrive here at school, they
will then be delivered to the students in their
classroom.
The closing date for online orders is Friday 18th
February, 2022.
Happy Book Clubbing!

Canteen
We are super excited to have lunch orders available
each Friday (starting tomorrow - 4th February).
Parents, please take note, lunch orders on paper
bags will no longer be accepted. Please ensure that
orders are made via the school Qkr! app. Updated
classroom numbers are included below ROOM 1 JL
ROOM 2 JH
ROOM 3/4 - JRP
ROOM 5/6 - JN
ROOM 7 MH
ROOM 8 MC
ROOM 9 MSC
ROOM 10 SG
ROOM 11 SW
PLEASE NOTE - Due to price increases within the
food industry, there will be a slight rise in costs of
canteen items as of next week. An updated menu
will be included in next week’s newsletter reflecting
the revised price list. Families will notice the
addition of the Higgins Sausage Rolls on Qkr! ready
for tomorrow’s orders as unfortunately we are
unable to make our homemade option this week
due to a shortage of puff pastry.
Qkr! App
As it is a new school year, families will need to
update their child’s details when next using the app.

Guitar & Keyboard Lessons in 2022
Cliﬀ Doornkamp will be conduc+ng both guitar
and keyboard lessons at Kialla West Primary
School this year. Lessons are held every
Thursday and go for 20 minutes.
Cost is $20.00 per 20 minute session (payment
required on the day).
Please ﬁll out the form below so we can pass it
on to Cliﬀ. Cliﬀ’s number is 0474 769 963.
Name: _________________________________
Age: ___________________________________
Phone Number: _________________________
Keyboard

Guitar

Helpers Needed
As there will be +mes throughout the year where
we will be needing some assistance with covering
new books (all contact will be provided), we are
seeking expressions of interests from those who
may be available to help us with this. If you are
interested, please contact the oﬃce.

Art Corner
with Mrs Kelly
YAY Welcome back to KWPS and, in
par+cular, ART (clap, clap, clap).
We have certainly hit the ground running in
the ART ROOM!
Did you all see our FANTASTIC mosaic at the
front of the school? WHOAH– it looks
amazing. It was a great spot to get ﬁrst day
of school photos! Well done to the classes of
2021 for all of the work they did with this.
There were a few CREEPY CRAWLIES in the
Art room this week! The juniors have been
reading First Day at Bug School and
designing their own name bugs. You can see
all of the detail that VANCE and ARIA from
JH put into their designs. Special thanks to
Mr Teague and Cooper for geQng rid of the
REAL creepy crawly that made its way into
the room!
The 3-4s are busy working on secret art stuﬀ
that will be revealed next week.
MSC, SW and SG made a fabulous start to
the year and have been inspired by a
par+cular ar+st from a par+cular style of art
from the USA in the 1960s…. I wonder who
will arrive at Art on Monday and be able to
tell me what ar+st and art style names
are?????
In the mean+me, what a great job Tyler
(SW), Evie (SW) and Casey (SG) made on
their Exploding Ini+als.
I love art!!!
PS– Please send art smocks to school, they
will be stored in the Art Room.

